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BASIL  WADE,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 


To  the  Public  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report.  As 
I  took  up  my  duties  in  October,  1947,  the  report  refers  mainly 
to  the  work  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Coad.  Dr.  Coad  remained 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  is  therefore 
responsible  for  all  the  work  reported  on  under  that  heading  in 
the  Report. 

Examination  of  the  statistics  set  out  in  the  following  pages 
shows  that  Ossett  compares  not  unfavourably  with  similar 
districts  in  the  country.  Like  them,  our  chief  difficulties  arise 
from  the  housing  situation. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Committee  for  the  kindness  and 
consideration  shown  to  me  since  my  appointment.  I  welcome, 
too,  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  help  I  have 
received  from  Dr.  Coad  and  other  officials  of  the  Corporation, 
and  also  from  the  Committee  of  the  Welfare  Centre. 


I  am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  G.  EVANS. 
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SECTION  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Statistics — 

Area:  3,332  acres. 

Population  (Census  1931)  :  14,834. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid- 
1947):  14,410. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (1947)  :  4,700'. 

Rateable  value:  £71,428. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate:  £267. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Live  births 

347 

178 

169 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

Legitimate 

330 

172 

158 

the  estimated  resident 

Illegitimate 

17 

6 

11 

population,  24.1 

Still  births 

7 

3 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

Legitimate 

7 

3 

4 

and  still)  births,  11.3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Deaths 

192 

. 

102 

90 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population,  13.3 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 


Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis .  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  — 


Death  Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still) 
Births. 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  42.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  58.8 

DEATHS  FROM 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . '  29 

Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

Diarrhoe  (under  two  years  of  age)  .  2 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE  (all  cases). 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  death  rate  ... 
Non-respiratory  tuberculosis  death  rate  ... 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  OSSETT  M.B, 

Cause  of  Death.  M.  F. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  . 

4.  Whooping  Cough .  1 

5.  Diphtheria . 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  4 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis . 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

9.  Influenza  . 

10.  Measles  ...  . 

11.  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  (Esophagus  (M.)  an 

Uterus  (F.)  . 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast . 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

17.  Diabetes  . 

18.  Intercranial  Vascular  Lesions 

19.  Heart  Disease  . 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

21.  Bronchitis  . 

22.  Pneumonia  ...  . 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases . 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  . 

26.  Appendicitis  . 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

28.  Nephritis  . 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis 

30.  Other ‘Maternal  Causes . 

31.  Premature  Births . 

32.  Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury 

33.  Suicide  . 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accident .  1  — 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes .  2  2 

36.  All  other  Causes .  10  5 


1 

5 
1 
9 

1 

14 

27 

4 

6 
4 
2 
2 


1 

2 


3 

2 

3 

5 

17 

25 

4 

4 

6 
1 

2 

5 


4 

-  1 
1 


102 


90 


DEATHS  IN  STATED  CAUSES— INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Prematurity  . - .  4 

Broncho-pneumonia  .  4 

Apical  pneumonia  .  1 

Lobar  pneumonia  .  il 

Gastro-Enteritis .  2 

Multiple  Congenital  Abnormality  ...  ...  .  1 

Cause  not  determined  .  2 
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] 

Aggregate 

I 

Ossett 

West  Riding 

West  Riding 

England 

Municipal 

Urban 

Administra- 

and 

Borough. 

Districts. 

tive  County. 

Wales. 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000 

24.1 

21.6 

21.5 

20.5 

estimated  population) 

Death  rate  (all  per  1,000 

estimated  population) 
All  causes  . 

13.3 

12.7 

12.3 

12.0 

*Zymotic  diseases 

0.21 

0.16 

0.16 

§ 

(seven  principal) 
Tuberculosis  of 

0.49 

0.38 

0.39 

0.47 

respiratory  system 
Other  forms  of 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

tuberculosis 

fRespiratory  diseases 

1.6 

1.41 

1.37 

§ 

(excluding  tuber¬ 
culosis  of 

respiratory  system) 

Cancer  . 

2.01 

1.87 

1.80 

1.85 

tHeart  and  circulatory 

4.16 

4.23 

3.98 

§ 

diseases 

Infant  Mortality 

43 

44 

45 

41 

(Deaths  under  1  year 
per  1,000  live  births) 

Diarrhoea  (deaths  in 

5.76 

5.17 

5.31 

5.8 

infants  under  2  years 
of  age  per  1,000  live 
births) 

Maternal  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  mothers  in 

childbirth  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

0.24 

0.21 

0.26 

Other  causes  . 

— 

0.88 

1.07 

0.91 

Total  . 

— 

1.12 

1.28 

1 

1.17 

1 

1 

*  Combined  death  rate  from  smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever, 
diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough;  also  diarrhoea  in  infants  under 
2  years  of  age. 

f  Combined  death  rate  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  other  respira¬ 
tory  diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system. 

X  Combined  death  rate  from  heart  diease  and  other  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system. 

§  Figures  not  available. 
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SECTION  II. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  the  bacteriological  work  required  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  Health  Department  and  by  General  Practitioners  is  carried 
out  by  the  Wakefield  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  FOR  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  Ambulance  of  the  Dewsbury  Corporation  (Mitchell 
Laithes  Isolation  Hospital)  has  been  used  for  the  removal  of  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  FOR  CASES  OF  SICKNESS  AND  ACCIDENT. 

The  Corporation  Ambulance  received  499  calls  during  the 
vear  and  covered  4,825  miles. 

t j  1 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General.  Home  nursing  was  undertaken  by  the  District 
Nurse  employed  by  the  Ossett  District  Nursing  Association. 

Infectious  Disease.  No  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
nursing  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  at  home. 

Hospitals. 

Infectious  Disease.  Cases  for  removal  to  hospital  are  accom¬ 
modated  at  the  Mitchell  Laithes  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Dews¬ 
bury  Corporation.  This  hospital  is  conveniently  situated  to  deal 
with  cases  from  Ossett. 

General.  There  is  no  General  Hospital  in  the  Borough. 
Patients  are  referred  by  private  practitioners,  or  through  the 
Authority’s  Clinics,  to  various  hospitals  in  neighbouring  towns. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Croft  House,  Ossett,  as  follows:  — 

Infant  Welfare.  Twice  weekly — Mondays  2.30-4.30  p.m. 

Thursdays  2.30-4.0  p.m. 

The  following  attendances  were  recorded  during  the  year:  — 

Infants.  Toddlers. 

3,717  1,710 

Voluntary  Committee . 

The  Welfare  Centre  is  run  by  a  Voluntary  Committee.  It 
was  opened  by  them  in  1919  and  has  prospered  under  their  guid- 
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ance  ever  since.  The  Committee  suffered  a  great  loss  during  the 
year  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  L.  Firth,  who  had  been  Secretary 
of  the  Centre  since  its  inception.  Her  work  is  now  carried  on 
by  Mrs.  M.  Gill  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Ellis  as  Joint  Secretaries. 
Mrs.  G.  Pollard  is  Treasurer  and  Mrs.  Moorhouse  Assistanst 
Treasurer.  In  addition  to  these  officials,  about  50  voluntary 
workers  carry  out  the  work  in  the  Centre  and  the  attendances, 
as  shown  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  indicate  how  much  their 
efforts  are  appreciated  by  the  mothers  of  the  town. 

Midwifery. 

Ante -Natal  Care.  Ante -Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  Croft  House 
on  the  first  and  third  Fridays  of  each  month. 

Institutional  Midwifery .  Under  an  arrangement  with  the 
West  Biding  County  Council  accommodation  is  provided  in  the 
Maternity  Unit  of  the  Staincliffe  County  Hospital,  Dewsbury, 
for  patients  from  the  Borough. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery .  The  County  Council  is  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  was  carried*  out 
by  the  three  County  Midwives  who  reside  within  the  Borough. 


Institutional  Confinement 
Domiciliary  Confinement 
Private  Confinement 


108 

215 

24 


Total  347 


Treatment  Centres,  Clinics,  etc. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries.  The  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  at 
Wakefield  and  Batley  are  available  to  residents  in  the  Borough 
as  follows:  — 

Batley,  Branch  House  Chambers,  Bradford  Boad  (Tel.  73), 
Thursdays  2.0  p.m. 

Wakefield,  5,  Almshouse  Lane  (Tel.  3519),  Tuesdays, 
2.0  p.m.,  Fridays,  2.0  p.m. 
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Venereal  Disease .  Facilities  for  treatment  and  advice  are 


available  at 

the  following 

clinics:  — 

Dewsbury 

Men 

Mondays 

1.30 

p.m,™  4.0 

p.m. 

General 

Tuesdays 

10.30 

a. m. -12.0 

noon 

Infirmary 

Fridays 

6.0 

p.m.-  9.0 

p.m. 

Women  and 

Mondays 

1.30 

p.m.-  4.0 

p.m. 

Children 

Fridays 

6.0 

p.m.-  9.0 

p.m. 

Wakefield 

Men 

Mondays 

10.0 

a.m.-12.0 

noon 

Clayton 

Tuesdays 

5.0 

p.m.-  7.0 

p.m. 

Hospital 

Wednesdays 

5.0 

p.m.-  7.0 

p.m. 

Fridays 

10.0 

a. m. -12.0 

noon 

Women  and 

Mondays 

2.0 

p.m.-  6.30 

p.m. 

Children 

Tuesdays 

2.0 

p.m.-  4.0 

p.m. 

Wednesdays 

10.0 

a.m.-12.0 

noon 

Fridays 

2.0 

p.m.-  4.0 

p.m. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  were  notified  during  the  year:  — 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria  . 

5 

5 

Scarlet  Fever . 

28 

25 

Whooping  Cough  . 

10 

— 

Measles . 

114 

— 

Poliomyelitis . 

2 

2 

Enteritis  . 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

1 

Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  notifications  of  new  cases  were  received  during 
the  year:  — 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

10  ”  5 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  continued  through  the  year. 

During  the  year  177  children  under  15  years  of  age  completed 
a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  have  completed  a  full 
course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1947, 
was  2,040  out  of  an  estimated  child  population  of  3.380. 


9 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

(1)  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  as  regards 

(a)  quality,  and  (b)  quantity. 

(2)  Bacterioloqical  Examinations  (Public  Health  Laboratory, 
*  Wakefield). 

(a)  Raw  Water  at  Pildacre  deep  well  source — 

7  examinations. 

4  showed  absence  of  B.Coli  in  100  ml. 

2  showed  4  B.Coli  in  100  ml. 

1  showed  16  B.Coli  in  100  ml. 

(b)  Treated  Water  from  Rising  Main  at  Pildacre- — 

8  examinations  all  showed  absence  of  B.Coli  in  100ml. 

(c)  Water  from  Distribution  Mains — 

10  examinations  all  showed  absence  of  B.Coli  in  100  ml. 

Chemical  Analyses  (Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield). 

(a)  Treated  Water  at  Pildacre — 

6  analyses  showed  an  average  pH  value  of  7-7. 

6  analyses  showed  an  average  Free  Chlorine  content  of 
0-4  p.p.m. 

(b)  Water  from  Mains — 

5  analyses  showed  an  average  pH  value  of  7-0, 

5  analyses  each  showed  zero  Free  Chlorine  content. 
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Chemical  Analyses  (Richardson  and  Jaffe,  Bradford). 


Parts  per  100,000. 

Raw 

Water, 

Dec¬ 

ember 

Treated  Water,  Pildacre, 

Mixed  Batley  and 
Ossett  Water, 

May 

October 

Dec¬ 

ember 

May 

October 

Calcium  Sulphate 

8.70 

5.30 

Calcium  Carbonate 

— 

0.50 

Magnesium 

5.88 

3.40 

Carbonate 

Sodium  Chloride 

29.32 

15.65 

Sodium  Sulphate 

25.24 

15.45 

Silica,  Iron  and 

0.80 

0.80 

Alumina 

69.94 

41.10 

Silica  . 

0.45 

0.45 

Iron  and  Alumina 

0.35 

0.35 

Calcium  . 

2.56 

1.75 

Magnesium 

1.68 

0.97 

Chlorides  . 

17.80 

9.50 

Sulphates  . 

23.20 

14.20 

Carbonates 

4.20 

2.73 

Sodium 

19.70 

11.15 

69.94 

41.10 

Total  Solids 

146 

97 

93 

53 

Chloride  . 

22 

23.4 

205 

11 

Nitrite  . 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Nitrate  . 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Trace 

Trace 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

0.06 

0.05 

0.06 

0.08 

0.02 

.002 

Albuminoid 

0.005 

0.002 

0.002 

0.005 

0.002 

.002 

Ammonia 

Poisonous  Metals 

None 

— 

None 

None 

— 

None 

Total  Hardness  ... 

45.0 

13.40 

7.6 

3.2 

8.40 

7.0 

Temporary 

45.0 

7.0 

4.5 

Hardness 

• 

PH  . 

6.6 

6.6 

8.5 

8.5 

6.6 

9.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  ; 

.03 

1 

.03 

(3)  and  (4)  No  case  has  arisen  of  contamination  by  lead  or 
otherwise. 

(5)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  served  direct— Approx.  4,700. 

Population  served  direct —  Approx.  14,360. 

(b)  No  service  by  means  of  standpipes. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1947, 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  place  before  you  my  nineteenth  Annual  Report,  in 
which  is  given  a  brief  review  of  the  work  of  my  department 
and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining  in  your  district  during 
the  year  1947. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  housing  accommodation  was  slightly 
increased  by  the  erection  of  18  family  houses  and  4  bungalows 
for  aged  persons.  Conversion  of  existing  properties  provided 
7  additional  family  units,  making  a  total  for  the  year  of  29 
houses. 

The  additional  housing  accommodation  is  most  welcome, 
but  it  falls  far  short  of  requirements  when  measured  by  the 
number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  register.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  registeredi  applicants  numbered  894 — 782  from  families 
in  Ossett  and  122  from  families  outside  the  district.  Of  the 
Oss.ett  applicants,  233  were  from  families  not  in  occupation  of 
a  separate  house.  Included  in  the  122  applications  from  outside 
the  district  were  46  from  persons  following  employment  in  Ossett. 
Three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  of  the  782  Ossett  applicants  claim 
service  in  H.M.  Forces  during  the  last  war  49-7  per  cent. 

In  the  matter  of  worn-out  and  obsolescent  houses  nothing 
has  been  done  since  before  the  outbreak  of  the  last  war.  The 
continued  deterioration  and  decay  in  the  fabric  of  old  property 
makes  an  early  resumption  of  clearance  work  a  necessity,  and 
this  branch  of  housing  work  should  have  renewed  attention  as 
soon  as  the  provision  of  new  houses  will  permit. 

Increasing  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  effecting  work 
of  maintenance  and  repair  to  existing  property.  This  is  probably 
a  natural  reaction  on  the  part  of  property  owners,  having  regard 
to  the  increasing  costs  of  materials  and  labour  and  the  static 
income  derived  from  house  property. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  . 

During  the  year  9  privies,  1  slop  (tipper)  closet  and  6  trough 
closets  (automatic  flush)  were  converted  to  water-closets  with 
pedestal  basins  and  separate  flushing  cisterns. 

During  privy  conversion  work  ten  dustbins  were  provided  in 
lieu  of  6  wet  ashpits. 

Of  the  87  privies  still  in  existence,  30  are  in  connection  with 
premises  where  sewers  are  not  aavilable ;  37  are  at  scheduled 
property,  and  20  are  considered  convertible. 

During  the  year  3  drainage  systems  were  reconstructed  and 
29  choked  systems  opened  and  cleansed. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  improvements  effected 


during  the  year:  — 

Privies  converted  to  water-closets  ...  ...  ...  9 

Abolished  or  in  disuse  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  28 

Slop  (tipper)  closets  converted  to  pedestal  water- 

closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

Trough  closets  converted  to  pedestal  W.C.’s  ...  0 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  3 

Drains  openedt  or  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

The  following  table  shows  the  existing  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  the  close  of  1947:  — 

Privies  in  connection  with  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  87 

Slop  (tipper)  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,164 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Trough  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Ashpits  in  connection  with  privies  ...  ...  ...  63 

Ashpits  (dry)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,306 


FOODSTUFFS. 

Meat. 

All  butchers’  meat  arrives  in  the  district  ready  killed.  Bulk 
supplies  are  transported  by  road  from  Wakefield  and  delivered 
to  a  central  building  in  Ossett  for  allocation  and  distribution  to 
the  local  butchers. 

The  system  involves  considerable  transporting  and  handling, 
and,  with  a  commodity  such  as  meat,  this  does  not  improve  the 
article ;  in  point  of  fact  there  are  times  when  it  is  a  decided 
disadvantage.  Improvement  could  be  effected  by  the  provision 
of  special  transport  vehicles  in  the  form  of  properly  constructed 
meat  vans  provided  with  some  means  of  temperature  control. 
A  rigorous  extension  of  such  provision  wouldi,  I  feel  sure,  provide 
a  good  example  and  advertisement  for  higher  standards  in  the 
hygiene  of  food  handling.  There  is  nothing  so  effective  as  setting 
a  good  example. 
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Foodstuffs  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  1947 
are  summarised  below:  — 


Commodity. 

Weight  in  Lbs. 

Bacon  and  Ham  . 

16i  lbs. 

Beef  . 

24 

Fish  (fresh)  . 

14 

Fish  (tinned) . 

ion 

Meat  (tinned) . 

43i 

Shell  Eggs  . 

102| 

Milk  (tinned) . 

52  a 

Fruit  (tinned) . 

35  i 

Preserves  . 

5i 

Lard  and  Butter  . 

100J 

Cheese  . 

111 

Soups  and  Vegetables  (tinned) . 

85| 

Sausage  (tinned)  . 

5ft 

Sweets  . 

5 

Total 

49U 

4  cwts.  2  qrs.  15q  lbs. 

Milk. 

Milk  is  produced  on  23  farms,  and,  except  for  the  output 
from  about  4  farms,  is  sold  by  the  producer  direct  to  the  con¬ 
sumer. 

Generally,  cowhouses  and  dairy  premises  have  been  kept  in 
a  reasonable  state  of  cleanliness  and  repair. 

One  cowshed  has  developed  structural  defects  of  sufficient 
seriousness  as  to  render  the  building  unsuitable  for  the  housing 
of  dairy  cows.  The  owners  contemplate  the  erection  of  a  new 
and  up-to-date  shed,  and,  following  consultation  with  the  depart¬ 
ment,  their  Architect  prepared  and  submitted  plans  for  a  new 
building,  incorporating  cowshed,  dairy,  fodder  room,  etc. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  all  the  necessary  permits  and 
approvals  had  not  been  obtained,  and,  in  consequence,  building 
operations  had  not  commenced. 

During  the  year  8  samples  of  milk  produced  in  the  district 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  the  samples 
except  one  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test. 

Number  of  registered  cowrkeepers  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  registered  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  registered  milk  sellers  ...  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  licensed  producers  of  “  Accredited  ’  ’  milk  5 

Number  of  licensed  retailers  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  milk  2 
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DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS. 

Routine  disinfections  of  44  houses  after  infectious  disease 
were  carried  out  and  14  houses  were  treated  for  vermin  infesta¬ 
tion. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Four  premises  are  registered,  viz.,  1  gut  scraper,  1  tripe 
boiler  and  2  fellmongers. 

One  fellmongering  premise  recommenced  operations  late  in 
the  year,  the  other  remained  inoperative. 

INFESTATION  CONTROL  (Rats  and  Alice). 

Rodent  repression  work  was  actively  pursued  throughout  the 
year.  The  results  obtained,  as  indicated  by  the  estimated  kill, 
were  well  worth  the  time  and  .effort  expended  thereon. 

At  three  premises  the  rat  infestations  were  of  major  propor¬ 
tions;  resulting  treatment  entirely  cleared  one  infestation  and 
the  two  remaining  were  reduced  to  minor  infestations,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year  were  awaiting  further  treatment  after  a  suit¬ 
able  lapse  of  time. 

Treatments  for  minor  rat  infestations  were  carried  out  at 
41  premises,  6  of  which  had  to  be  re-treated  before  the  whole 
could  be  written  off. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  a  further  14  complaints  were 
investigated;  prebaiting  was  carried  out  in  each  case  with  nega¬ 
tive  results. 

After  treatments  other  than  for  sewers,  62  bodies  were 
recovered,  and  the  total  estimated  kill  (Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  Formula)  for  the  year  was  267  rats. 

The  sewer  system  received  routine  attention,  test  baiting 
indicating  that  poisoning  methods  were  only  required  in  an  area 
in  the  town  centre  and  at  a  point  in  Healey.  The  small  number 
of  takes  (four)  in  these  sewers  indicated  very  minor  infestations. 

This  confirms  the  value  of  the  extensive  poisoning  campaigns 
of  previous  years. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION,  TRANSPORT  AND  DISPOSAL 

Staff. 

The  number  of  employees  engaged  on  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  is  12,  comprising  2  motor  drivers,  8  loaders,  one  tip 
man  and  one  paper  baler. 

Transport. 

Two  motor  vehicles  operate  full-time:  Vehicle  No.  1  (Morris 
80'  cwt.  tipper),  purchased  in  September,  1938;  and  Vehicle  No. 
2  (Bedford  30  cwt.  tipper),  in  February,  1940.  A  third  vehicle 
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(Commer  2-3-ton  tipper),  purchased  in  dune,  1947,  was  not  in 
operation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  delay  in  the 
construction  and  fitting  of  the  special  body  to  the  chassis. 

Disposal. 

Disposal  continued  to  be  wholly  concentrated  at  Flushdyke 
tip  by  means  of  controlled  tipping.  The  centralisation  enables 
the  tip  leveller  to  give  more  attention  to  salvage  work  than  would 
be  the  case  otherwise. 


Salvage. 

The  recovery  of  certain  discarded  material  continues  to  be 
an  economic  necessity  of  national  importance. 


The  result  of  our  activities  in  salvage  work  shows  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  weight  and  income  over  that  for  the  previous  year.  The 
main  reason  for  this  is  an  increase  in  the  recovery  of  waste  paper 
(approximately  20  tons). 

The  weight  of  salvage  sold  during  the  financial  year  was  as 
follows :  — 


Waste  paper 
Household  bones  ... 
Kitchen  waste 
Bottles  and  jars  ... 
Bags,  etc. 


80  tons  15f  cwt. 

15^  cwt. 
84  tons  19  cwt. 
10  tons  Ilf  cwt. 
1  ton  3|  cwt. 


A  total  of  178  tons  5|  cwt.,  with  an  income  of  £790  18s.  Id. 


Costs. 

The  gross  cost  of  this  service  for  the  year  was  £4,144,  and, 
of  this  sum,  wages,  insurance  and  superannuation  accounted  for 
£3,145.  The  total  income  to  the  department  was  £881,  leaving 
£3,283  to  be  met  from  the  rates. 

Increased  costs  are  accounted  for  by  increased  labour  costs 
and  commodity  prices. 

The  total  estimated  tonnage  collected  and  disposed  of  in  the 
year  is  3,896  tons,  givin  an  all-in  cost  per  ton  of  16s.  7-ld.  net. 
The  net  cost  per  house  per  annum  was  13s.  9d.,  or  3T7  pence 
per  week. 
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CLASSIFIED  STATEMENT  OF  INSPECTIONS, 

Housing — Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . 

Overcrowding  . 

Verminous  premises  . 

Rat-infested  premises  . 

Factories  . 

Meat  Allocation  Centre . 

Slaughterhouses  . 

Markets  . 

Shops  re  food  supplies . 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  . 

Conversions  . 

Offensive  trade  premises  . 

Fried  fish  shops  . 

Bakehouses . 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

Salvage  . 

Drains  inspected . 

Tips  . 

Refuse  collection . 

Public  conveniences  . 

Schools  . 

Water  supply  . . 

Feast  ground  . 

Dustbins  .  . 

Works  in  progress  . . 

Infectious  disease . 

Ice-cream  premises  . 

Visits  re  milk  samples  . 

Shops  . 

Food-preparing  premises  . 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  . 

Applicants  for  Council  Houses  . 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits . 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits . . 

Total  number  of  inspections . 


1,093 

4 

4 

326 

26 

14 

2 

4 

49 
18 
20 

3 

17 
2 
8 

41 

246 

50 

18 
14 

2 

13 
3 

238 

33 

21 

14 
2 
2 
2 
7 

297 

53 

27 


2,673 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 
DWELLING-HOUSES. 


Rendered  free  from  dampness  ... 

Roofs  repaired  ...  . 

External  walls  repaired . 

Chimneys  repaired . 

Water  supply  improved . 

Water  fittings  repaired 

New  sinks  fixed  . 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Eaves-gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Windows  repaired . 

Plaster  repaired  . 

Floors  repaired  . 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 
Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 
Water  removed  from  cellars 

Treated  for  vermin . 

Disinfected  . 

Other  defects  remedied  . 


10 

47 

8 

8 

4 

2 

12 

8 

33 

4 

26 

87 

6 

19 

2 

22 

14 

44 

58 
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WATER-CLOSETS. 

Additional  water-closets  provided  for  existing  property  . .  11 

Provided  in  substitution  of  privies .  9 

Provided  in  substitution  of  slop  (tipper)  closets  .  1 

Provided  in  substitution  of  trough  closets  (automatic  flush)  ...  6 

Provided  for  new  houses .  29 

Total  number  provided  (houses)  .  46 

Total  number  provided  (other  premises) .  10 

Cisterns  repaired  .  7 

New  pedestals  fixed .  20 

Provided  with  sufficient  supply  of  water .  9 

Cleansed  12 

DRAINS. 

Reconstructed  .  3 

Cleansed  or  repaired  .  29 

Inspection  chambers  provided .  8 

Self-cleansing  gullies  provided  .  4 

Ventilation  shafts  provided  .  9 

Colour  tests  .  46 

Smoke  tests  .  25 

PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

Abolished  or  disused  .  28 

Converted  to  water-closets  .  9 

ASHPITS. 

Abolished  or  disused  (wet)  .  6 

Abolished  (dry)  .  — 

TIPPER  CLOSETS. 

Converted  to  W.C.  (chain  pull)  .  1 

TROUGH  CLOSETS  (AUTOMATIC  FLUSH). 

Converted  to  w.c.  (chain  pull) .  6 

ASHBINS. 

Provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  . .  1C 

Provided  for  new  houses .  29 

Renewed . 122 

MISCELLANEOUS  NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Improper  keeping  of  birds,  animals,  etc. .  1 

Watercourse  cleansed  .  1 

SUMMARY. 

DWELLING-HOUSES. 

Number  inspected  . 1,026 

NUISANCES. 

Number  found  during  year  .  796 

Number  brought  forward  from  previous  year .  223 

Number  abated  during  year  .  667 

Number  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  352 
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NOTICES. 

Informal  notices  issued . 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

Statutory  notices  issued . 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 


547 

378 

33 

31 


I  beg  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

B.  WADE, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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